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What the Census Bureau does

• Population and Housing Census (10 years)
• American Community Survey (Annually)
• Household and Small Business Pulse Survey 

(created during COVID-19)
• Economic Census (5 years)
• Census of Governments (5 years) 

Plus many more
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Census Geography Basics

Source: Kem C Gardner Policy Institute adaptation of Census Bureau materials

Place
Name Example:
St. George

https://gardner.utah.edu/wp-content/uploads/Geog-FS-Mar2021.pdf
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2020 Census Geography

Source: Kem C Gardner Policy Institute

https://gardner.utah.edu/wp-content/uploads/Geog-FS-Mar2021.pdf
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2020 Census Geography

Source: Kem C Gardner Policy Institute

https://gardner.utah.edu/wp-content/uploads/Geog-FS-Mar2021.pdf
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2,904 30.5%

Changes throughout the decade
Absolute 

Population 
Change, 

2010 to 2020

Percent 
Population 

Change, 
2010 to 2020

Source: Utah Population Committee Estimates, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute

https://gardner.utah.edu/demographics/state-and-county-level-population-estimates/
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Changes throughout the decade

Source: Subcounty Estimates, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute

Absolute Population Change, 2010 to 2020

Salt Lake County Utah County

https://gardner.utah.edu/demographics/salt-lake-and-utah-county-subcounty-estimates-2010-2019/
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Changes throughout the decade

Source: Subcounty Estimates, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute

Percent Population Change, 2010 to 2020

Salt Lake County Utah County

https://gardner.utah.edu/demographics/salt-lake-and-utah-county-subcounty-estimates-2010-2019/
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2020 Census

2020 Self-Response Rates

Apportionment data provides state 
totals for apportionment and resident 
population
• 3,271,616 residents in Utah 

on April 1, 2020
• Fastest growing state in the nation at 

18.4% from 2010 to 2020
• Very close to estimates

• Within 1% Census Bureau
• Within 0.4% Utah Population 

Committee
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2020 Census

2020 Self-Response Rates

Operational quality metrics
• 1,247,000 Utah addresses
• 99.9% of housing units accounted for
• 10th highest self-response rate in US

• 0.96% of housing units unresolved

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-samplings/2021/04/examining-operational-metrics.html
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Redistricting data

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Legacy format released mid-August
data.census.gov release by September 30

Provides insights into:
• Race
• Hispanic or Latino origin
• Age (Population 18 and Over provided)
• Group Quarters
• Occupancy status

At multiple geographic levels including 
blocks, tracts, places, and counties

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/2020/technical-documentation/complete-tech-docs/summary-file/2020Census_PL94_171Redistricting_StatesTechDoc_English.pdf
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Redistricting data

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Race and Ethnicity use 1997 Office of Management 
and Budget guidelines

• 6 groups for race (can be combined)
• White
• Black or African American
• Asian
• Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander
• American Indian and Alaska Native 
• Some other race

• Hispanic or Latino origin
• Hispanic or Latino individuals can identify as any 

race or combination of races

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/1997/10/30/97-28653/revisions-to-the-standards-for-the-classification-of-federal-data-on-race-and-ethnicity
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/2020/technical-documentation/complete-tech-docs/summary-file/2020Census_PL94_171Redistricting_StatesTechDoc_English.pdf
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Census and American Community Survey (ACS)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Public Information office

2020 Census
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What can I get from the ACS?

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
How to compare ACS data

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2016.html


Mallory.bateman@utah.edu 801-587-9224

mailto:Mallory.bateman@utah.edu
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